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ESPERANCE WATERFRONT PROJECT — REGIONAL CABINET MEETING 

404. Dr G.G. JACOBS to the Minister for Regional Development: 
One of the many highlights of events surrounding the regional cabinet meeting in Esperance over the weekend 
was the opening of the Esperance Waterfront project. Can the minister outline the Liberal–National government’s 
support for this project and explain the benefits it will bring to the people of Esperance? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I thank the member for Eyre for the question. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order to order for the first time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I also thank the member for Eyre for his interest in the activities over the weekend and on 
Monday. 

Before I answer the question, on behalf of the member for Central Wheatbelt, I welcome to the public gallery 
students and staff from St Joseph’s School, Northam. Welcome to Parliament. 

On Sunday and Monday, we had a regional cabinet meeting in Esperance. From time to time cabinet holds regional 
meetings to give attention to certain centres in Western Australia. It was fantastic that the member for Eyre was 
able to host us in Esperance in his electorate on the weekend. Esperance is a fantastic part of the world. It is a 
significant centre in Western Australia that focuses heavily on agriculture and on some new opportunities through 
the port in the mining and resources sector, as well as being a very nice community for people to visit. They are 
some of the reasons that the state government has identified Esperance as one of the SuperTowns in its state 
planning strategy. Out of that initiative, the Esperance community has put in place a plan for growth to take 
advantage of the opportunities they see going forward. In fact, they took time to present those opportunities to 
cabinet, so cabinet has an intimate understanding of what they see as important. Through the town planning 
initiatives and the SuperTowns project, they have identified the waterfront as their focus. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The opposition has no credibility in regional Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: When I talk about what this government is doing in regional Western Australia, all members 
opposite can do is talk to their mates and interrupt me. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The waterfront development in Esperance was the number one project that the community 
put forward. It was good to be in Esperance with the Premier on Sunday afternoon to open stages 1 and 2 of the 
waterfront development. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Although stages 1 and 2 are worth about $24 million, $21 million of which is royalties for 
regions funding, over time the waterfront development will be a $35.5 million project. It was good to see the 
community’s initiative in putting forward a project that will help build a significant recreational focus on the 
foreshore in Esperance, link the foreshore with the CBD of Esperance, protect the foreshore—that has been a 
challenge in recent storms—and of course encourage investment. That has been a product of the investment that 
the state government has shown in that community. The government was able to trigger a lot of interest from the 
private sector. Esperance is a community that is moving forward. On top of that, if members opposite want to see 
a community that has been supported by the state government through royalties for regions, Esperance is it. Not 
only did the Premier and I open the Esperance Waterfront project stages 1 and 2 on the weekend, but also the 
Minister for Education opened Esperance Primary School, which is a $13 million project, $10 million of which is 
royalties for regions funding. The government has allocated $30 million towards the hospital upgrade, with 
$18.8 million of royalties for regions funding, and it also supports a number of other initiatives in that community. 
Leader of the Opposition, SuperTowns is not dead; it is a key part of this government’s policy setting. The 
government is growing and building regional Western Australia. The opposition has no credibility in regional 
Western Australia. 
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